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For 52 years the Home Finals Rodeo qualifier Shaun Stroh

on the Range Championand his traveling partner, NFR quali-

Match Ride has been pro-ﬁer Dusty Hausauer, not only partici-
viding entertainment  for pated last year, but Dusty won the

fans from across North Da- event.

kota, surrounding states,“l drew the right broncs,” Hausauer
Canada and countriessaid. “It was my year.”

abroad.

“You just don’t find this
kind of pure rodeo in it's
most basic form anywhere
else in the country,” said Jay
Johnson, Executive Director
of Home on the Range, for
who’s benefit the match is

held.

Dusty Hausauer's bronc squats in the _ _ _ _
chute at last year's match ride. And the primary organizer Four time World Champion and DSU

Alum Brad Gjermundson was a regular
Of_ the _event’ the man that winner at Champions Match Ride.
brings in the stock and cow-
boys, is former DSU Alum
and four time World Cham-
pion, Brad Gjermundson.

“It'd be tough to pull it off
without Brad,” added John-
son, “along with my staff at
Home on the Range who
takes care of so many de-
tails including sponsors,
programs and promotions.”

Two additional DSU

alums have been front and
DSU alums Shaun and Shannon Stroh ter in th t "
pictured here at last year’'s event. Stroh center In the _even repen y
once again qualified for the NFR. as well. Two time National-




To someone unfamiliar with
the history of rodeo, the arena af
Home on the Range might looK
like any other. But to the cow-
boys who ride there and emulatg
their heroes and mentors, it’'s hal
lowed ground.

Visible from 1-94 west of Senti-
nel Butte, Home on the Range ig
the site of the Champions Ride
Match, one of the nation’s few
remaining saddle bronc matchesg.
By modern standards, the arena is
nothing out of the ordinary. But
beneath its modest exterior lies an
extraordinary account of cowboys
helping kids.

] Hom? on the Range was eStabPictured are five members of the famed North Dakota “& Pack” who dominated
lished in 1950 by Father Elwoodrodeo in the 50's and 60’s. From left to right; Joe ChaseJim Tescher, Tom
Cassedy. It was his dream to pro]’escher, Duane Howard, and Alvin Nelson. The remaining‘Six Pack” member

. ) not pictured here is Dean Armstrong.
vide shelter and guidance for

troubled and homeless boys. boys would go head-to-head onheld on the first Sunday in August
Operated under the auspices ofotable horses. with saddle bronc riding always

the Bismarck Catholic Diocese Riding high in the world of pro- Dbeing the main feature.

and licensed by the North Dakota fessional rodeo during this time When asked why they come to

Department of Human Services, was Sentinel Butte rancher Jim Home on the Range the cowboys
Home on the Range now servesTescher. A consistent money have two standard answers: the

boys and girls of all races, creeds,winner from Madison Square horses and the kids. While they

religions and national origins. Garden to Phoenix, Arizona, relish the opportunity to draw fa-

The staff teaches them social Tescher and his brother Tom mous broncs, they're also aware

skills and helps create increasedbrought the idea of a saddle broncthat their participation benefits the
self-worth.  Daily programs of match to Father William Fah- young men and women.

spiritual development, work ex- nlander. The event would be a Nestled between the rolling hills
perience, education and recreationbenefit to help defray the costs of 5¢ goiden Valley County, the

are designed to set them on a patloperating the facility. Debuting 5rena boasts natural hillside seat-
to achievement. in May 1957, it was cold, damp ing and lawn chairs and blankets

In the late 40's and early 50's, @1d Windy when the first horse g pstitute for bleachers. It's

matched riding events were popu- PUcked: quaint, it's western and it’s the
lar in the Dakotas. Selected cow- Since 1961 the rodeo has beenway rodeo used to be.



HEY& HE

Joe Blankenship, a DSU alum, (left), is
one of the Champions Ride Match
pickup men..




